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Where friends meet to share their stories….

Cleaning out the closet by Stephanie Lake
Tis the season for…spring cleaning! It’s time to wipe down the windows and mop the floors. I may
even be so bold as to dust the baseboards. We’ll see. No promises. It is time to go through our kids’ dresser
drawers to see how much they have grown in a year’s time. It’s time to clean out the closets.
The closets. When I think of cleaning out the closet, the first thing I think of is my guest bedroom/
sewing room closet. What a mess! Right now, there is very little organization in that space. There are boxes
stacked in one closet and I have no idea what is in them. Nothing is labeled correctly. When I start on a project, it takes me longer than it should to complete it because I have to search for what I need. It is very chaotic and messy in that room . But I love that room because of what I can create in there. That room is truly my
beautiful mess.
I have big plans for that area but they just aren’t at the top of the priority list right now. There are more
important issues than a craft closet. I’ll get there…eventually. Step one of my “organize/clean out the craft
closet” was to have my husband take the closet doors down. Now my beautiful mess is open for everyone to
see. It’s harder to hide the mess without the closet doors. I can’t run anymore. It’s time to claim that space
and make it my own. It’s time to work to my full potential. It’s time to clean the closet.
I wonder if my spiritual life is similar to my craft closet. I have big plans for what I want to do for the
Lord but I don’t make it a priority and I let life get in the way. I tell myself that I will get to it…eventually. I
know that I need to talk to God daily. I need to let God lead me instead of me leading God. He knows what is
best for me. He has always known what is best for me. God knows my spiritual life is about as messy as my
craft closet. He knows it and loves me despite it.
We can’t wait until our life is organized and perfect to follow and worship God to our fullest. God put
us where we are right now for a reason. He wants us to “bloom where we are planted.” It doesn’t matter if
our life is chaotic and nothing is labeled correctly. It doesn’t matter that we are, at times, inefficient. There is
no waiting for the ideal situation. God knows us and loves us for who we are, not who we strive to be. He
wants us as we are. Right now.
Dear God, Thank you for my beautiful mess! Please help me to see that my beautiful mess (i.e. craft
closet) does not define me and what I was created to do on this Earth for you. Help me to recognize
the path you created for me. Please help me to fully recognize that You are the answer to all of life’s
problems. You can help me clean out my spiritual closet. Thank you for all the abundant blessings
you have given me.
In your name I pray, Amen.
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Mentor Moment with Suzanne Benge
Q:I’m so concerned for my child's
spiritual life, how can I find time for
mine?

stroller on a walk outside are great bits of time to
use. (To include your child in walking time, you
can both look and list things which God created
and say short prayers of thanks for them.) If
these suggestions won’t work for you, here are
A: Consider personal spiritual resources to be others. Read your devotion and accompanying
verses out loud; babies love the sound of your
a bucket, and it’s easy to see how you as a parvoice, and preschoolers on up will probably have
ent want to fill and continue to fill your child/
comments and questions which allow teachable
children’s buckets up to overflowing.
moments for all. Get together with a “Mom
A friend had very ill preschool child who
friend” with children, and slip away for “alone
needed medicine immediately, which the child
time with God” in an extra room, in the car, or on
refused saying that she wanted to pray to Jesus a walk. When you return, do the same for your
first. Having taught that child to trust in Jesus,
friend. Let your spouse spend time with the chilmy friend said, “Of course we had to pray
dren shortly after he arrives home or during part
first!” The problem comes when your bucket is- of the bedtime routine while you slip away. (He
n’t being poured into and becomes empty. God needs to be alone with the children too.) This
as our parent wants to fill and continue to fill our summer, train an older child or a young neighbor
buckets also; He is always ready and waiting
to babysit for a short while each day as you
when we come to Him.
spend time with God elsewhere in the
house. (This might cost a small amount of monAs mothers whose schedule for the day
so often turns into something else, we can think ey or reward, but it might also pay off with a
“I’m just too busy to pray or spend time with God great sitter in the end.) It might not be possible
to be consistent in when or how time with God is
today...” when actually the opposite is true. A
spent right now, but it is possible and necessary
powerful book which impacted my life is written
to spend time with Him. Now, let’s move to other
by Bill Hybels and called Too Busy Not to
Pray. (Check it out; it’s very easy to read.) Now, resources to keep those buckets filled. Listen to
and reflect on Christian songs you own or those
let’s start to allow God to fill our buckets. First,
on the radio. Attend Sunday school and worship
you need material in a devotional/Bible study
because these are very important for your entire
book or other Christian resource on a topic of
family. Take advantage of Bible studies and
interest to you. You might consider starting a
church classes, especially those which offer
prayer journal to record things for which you
childcare.
want to pray and to note answered prayers. Next, you might have to work on finding that
In all these resources you will find materitime. For some, getting up early is great, but
al for your own time alone with God, and you will
getting up at night can cause many to arise only probably make new friendships or strengthen old
when the first child makes it necessary. Finding ones; it’s good to have others who hold you aca quantity of uninterrupted time to yourself at this countable for growing your relationship with
MOPS stage of life can be challenging, but con- God.
sistently choosing to use bits of “found time”
reading a guide and a few Bible verses will give
you the resources to use other bits of such time
in prayer and conversation with God. While
nursing, holding a sleeping child, or pushing a
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It’s almost pickin’ time!

Be on the look out for upcoming
dates/times to visit Gillis Farms
to enjoy yummy ice cream and
pick (but mostly eat) beautiful
strawberries! Dates will be announced as soon as the strawberry's decide to grow!
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Check your Schedule!
April 20-Easter Sunday
April 30-Playdate in the Park (General Lee
10:30am)
May 2-Mom’s Morning In
May 11-Mother’s Day
May 16-MOPS regular meeting
Thank you to the Purple Table for breakfast!
May- Steering Team

Scrapbooking was a huge success!

Thank you for your participation:

Amy Patterson
Katherine Hyman

Angela Wagner

Lea Johnson

Ginna Van Zandt

Corina Parr

Meg Barge

Gaye Cook

Cindy Foley

Amy Henson

Karen McAmis

Mary Joy Sleesman

Time Out!

with the Moppets
Right now we are inundated with reminders of spring and the promise of new beginnings – daffodils
and pear trees are blooming, bunnies and eggs of all shapes and sizes are everywhere, and we have lots of
pregnant friends! Most of our children are overwhelmed with excitement about Easter – dying eggs, finding
eggs, eating (chocolate) eggs. My girls just can’t get enough! I love the joy and excitement this season
brings but amidst it all I find myself pausing, taking a deep breath and thinking-this isn’t all there is.
Although spring is a wonderful time of year we, as Christians, must remember it’s not the chocolate
or the bunnies or beautifully dyed eggs that matter. What matters – what truly defines who we are as Christians – is Jesus and his long week of triumph, of betrayal, of life rending pain, of death, and finally
(gloriously) of resurrection. Jesus’ death and resurrection bring us back into relationship with God and we
are free to dance in God’s love – forever!! How amazing is this gift?!
And yet….how do we explain this to our little ones? How do we tell them this life-changing story
while not scaring or overwhelming them? The Jesus Storybook Bible is a good place to start. There are
also a few simple picture books that are great. I also suggest using Resurrection Eggs – you can find them
in stores or can make your own. These eggs parcel out the Easter story into twelve days with visuals and
verses. It’s just enough for little ones to hear, see, and process…just enough to open a door into conversation with those children who are ready to hear more. As a mom (and dad) you know your children best and
can meet them where they understand. I encourage you, no matter how young or old your little ones are, to
share this life changing story with them. Go and tell!

“Train up a child in the way he should go: And when he is old, he will not
depart from it.”
Proverbs 22:6
For questions or more information on the Moppets program contact Holyn Bogert at 254-220-8424
or holyn.bogert@gmail.com
NOTES:

